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Locality of Village Community and Rural-urban
Migration: a Comparative Study between
the Amami Islanders in Japan and the Cheju Islanders
~ from South Korea \

H B B &K

Tadaatsu TAJIMA

This study aims at examining the validity of locality through the function of
voluntary associations for the same villagers among urban areas in Japan. Two case
villages, one from the Amami Islands and the other from the Cheju Island in South
Korea, are compared, so as to control the valuable of acculturation. Both associations
for the urban villagers work the same function for the members and mother villages
such as stabilization of urban lives and development of mother villages. Because of
their histories of occupation and reversion of both islands, their boundaries were
changed. In accordance with the changes of the boundary, the villager’s imagined
communities have been changed through the ‘extended village community’ to ‘network
community’. In this sense, locality contains not only geographical territory but also
symbolised boundary as well. .
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