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The modernization of Japan started with the establishment of the Meiji
Government in 1868. In the very year of its foundation, the Government issued an
ordinance concerning the profession of midwife. Over a decade later, it enacted laws
and regulations governing the practice and the education of midwives. As the system
of education was developed and improved, a distinction was made between modern
midwives, who had completed formal schooling, and traditional midwives, who had
worked unlicensed with women since the feudal Edo period. Education for midwives
included general academic subjects, specialized knowledge, and practical training.
The education of midwives in those days was greatly influenced by Shushi Sambaron
(Schultze’s Midwifery), which had a profound impact on later textbooks.

Misu Sasagawa was a midwife trained with Shushi Sambaron as a textbook. After
completing her midwifery education, she practiced midwifery and became a
midwifery school teacher, and put into writing her views on the ideal midwife.

This study aims to analyze how professional ethics were taught to and understood
by midwives at that time through a comparison between Shushi Sambaron and
Sasakawa’s Samba Jukkai (Ten Rules for Midwives). It also examines the ethics of
midwives in the present day through an analysis of the professional ethics held in
those days.
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