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The Effect of Early Experiential Learning in Fundamental Nursing:
Evaluations by Nursing Students and Facilities
Providing Experiential Learning Opportunities
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This study is aimed at evaluating the goal of attaining an early experiential
learning in fundamental nursing as a means of broadening the understanding of the
nursing care delivery system, so as to identify the effectiveness and problems of such
learning. The study was performed on ninety students who agreed to participate,
amongst first year nursing undergraduates, who registered in nursing care systems
course, and who did experiential learning as part of that training, in eight hospitals
(thirteen wards) and eight healthcare facilities. Data on students were collected
through questionnaires and records they made after the course completed, and faculty
data were gathered by questionnaires. The data were analyzed using simple
tabulation and test of mean difference. The free comments were analyzed for content.

The result showed that the level of goal attainment was high according to the
students’ self-evaluation, and they had a clear understanding of their motivation for
nursing as well as of problems they needed to work on. The importance of having
experiential learning both at hospitals and other health care facilities was also
conferred, since it contributed to a deeper understanding of cooperation with other
health care professionals and to understanding a care receiver as an ordinary citizen.
The clinical facilities also provided a similar evaluation. Differences however were
found in all programs, and understanding among those facilities, therefore, ways and
means to narrow such differences need to be devised in the future.
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